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School District 61  rests upon the traditional lands of 
Xwsepsum (Esquimalt) and Lkwungen (Songhees) Nations. 

The song you hear is the 
Nation’s  

Celebration Song 
Composer:  

Bradley Dick  



Xwsepsum (Esquimalt) and Lkwungen (Songhees) Nation is part of the Coast Salish Nation 
of the West Coast of British Columbia. 
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As you will see in this current map from Cordova Bay heading west towards Mt. Finlayson over to 
Royal Roads University and up along shoreline to Albert Head is the traditional boundaries of 

Xwsepsum (Esquimalt) and Lkwungen (Songhees) traditional lands.  
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Greater Victoria 
Elementary 

Schools 
 

If you live close 
to any of these 

schools or 
attend one of 
these schools, 

you are learning 
on Xwsepsum 

(Esquimalt) and 
Lkwungen 
(Songhees) 

traditional lands.  

IŀȅΩǎȄǿΩǉŀ {ƛΩŜƳ!  

© Esquimalt & Songhees 2016  



Greater Victoria 
Middle Schools 

 
If you live close 
to any of these 

schools or attend 
one of these 

schools, you are 
learning on 
Xwsepsum 

(Esquimalt) and 
Lkwungen 
(Songhees) 

traditional lands.  
 
IŀȅΩǎȄǿΩǉŀ {ƛΩŜƳ!  
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Greater Victoria  
Secondary Schools 

 

If you live close to 
any of these 

schools or attend 
one of these 

schools, you are 
learning on 
Xwsepsum 

(Esquimalt) and 
Lkwungen 
(Songhees) 

traditional lands.  
 
 

IŀȅΩǎȄǿΩǉŀ {ƛΩŜƳ!  
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Why do we acknowledge the traditional lands?  

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ RESPECT and way to acknowledge 
the history and ancestors of the land. 

 

 
 



How to acknowledge the traditional lands?   

 
 

I would like to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of the 
_______________ First Nation. 
  
I would like to acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of the 
_____________ people. 
  
I want to thank the ________________ people for allowing us to live, learn, 
and play on their beautiful territory. 
  
As a visitor, I want to acknowledge the traditional territory of the 
________________ people, whose land we are meeting on today. 
  
Before going further, I wish to acknowledge the ancestral, traditional and 
unceded Aboriginal territories of the _____________ (ie. Coast Salish) peoples, 
and in particular, the _____________________  (ie. Cowichan) on whose 
territory we stand. 
   
Written by Tasha Chamberlin, RSW, BSW, MSW Candidate 

 

Here are some suggestions for acknowledgments: 



 

The Greater Victoria School District wishes to recognize and 
acknowledge the Xwsepsum (Esquimalt) and Lkwungen 

(Songhees) Nations, on whose traditional territories, we live, 
we learn, and we do our work. 

 

IŀȅΩǎȄǿΩǉŀ {ƛΩŜƳ!        
Ẵekoo Ẵekoo! 

Gilakas'la 
Marsee    

Thank you!  
 


